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of China

Implementing Regulations for the Statistics Law of the

People's Republic of China
Decree of the State Council No.681

The Implementing Regulations for the Statistics Law of the
People's Republic of China, adopted at the 168th executive
meeting of the State Council on 12 April 2017, are hereby
promulgated, effective as of 1 August 2017.

Li Kegiang
Premier
28 May 2017

Implementing Regulations for the Statistics Law of the

People's Republic of China

Chapter I General Provisions

Article 1 These Regulations are enacted in accordance with the
Statistics Law of the People's Republic of China (hereinafter referred
to as the "Statistics Law").

Article 2 No survey may be conducted unless statistical data cannot
be accessed from administrative records, and no comprehensive
survey may be conducted unless the statistical needs cannot be
satisfied by sample surveys or key-point surveys.
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Article 3 The statistical agency and the departments concerned of a
people's government at the county level or above shall strengthen
the research of statistical laws, perfect the statistical analysis of
emerging industries, improve the statistics of economy, society,
science and technologies, resources and the environment, and
promote the application of the Internet, big data, cloud computing
and other modern information technologies in the statistic service, so
as to meet the needs of economic and social developments.

Article 4 The statistical agencies and the department concerned of
local people's governments and the people's governments at the
county level or above shall, according to the relevant provisions of the
State, specify the one liable for preventing and punishing statistical
fraud and falsification within the said agencies or departments, and
strictly implement the provisions of the Statistics Law and these
Regulations.

The statistical agencies and the departments concerned of
local people's governments and the people's governments at
the county level or above as well as the principals thereof
shall ensure that statistical activities are carried out in
accordance with the law, and shall not infringe upon the
authority of statistical agencies and statisticians to
independently conduct statistical surveys, statistical reports
and statistical supervision, illegally interfere in the provision of
statistical data by the respondents of statistical surveys, or

engage in statistical fraud or falsification.

The statistical survey respondents shall, according to the
Statistics Law and other relevant provisions of the State,
provide statistical data in an authentic, accurate and complete
and timely manner, and refuse and boycott falsification and

other offences.

Article 5 The statistical agencies and the departments concerned of
the people's governments at the county level or above shall not
organize or conduct any for-profit statistical survey.

The State designedly promotes the statistical agencies and
the departments concerned of the people's governments at
the county level or above to organize and carry out statistical
surveys and data development through the government

purchase of services.

Chapter II Statistical Survey Programs
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Article 6 The main content of a departmental statistical survey
program or local statistical survey program shall not be overlapped or
contradictory with that of a national statistical survey program.

Article 7 The authority for the formulation of a statistical survey
program (hereinafter referred to as the "formulation authority") shall
demonstrate the necessity, feasibility and scientific basis of the survey
program, solicit opinions from relevant local governments,
departments, respondents of the statistical survey and experts, and
make a decision upon collective discussions according to the meeting
system.

Key statistical survey projects shall be carried out on a pilot

basis.

Article 8 In applying for examination and approval of a statistical
survey program, the formulation authority shall, in the form of official
documents, submit to the examination and approval authority the
application for examination and approval of the statistical survey
program, the statistical survey system for such program, and
statement on the source of funds.

If the application documents are incomplete or fail to meet
the statutory form, the examination and approval authority
shall inform the applicant of all the contents to be
supplemented or corrected in a one-off manner, and the
formulation authority shall make supplementation or
correction as required by the examination and approval

authority.

The application documents that are complete and meet the
statutory form shall be accepted by the examination and

approval authority.

Article 9 Where a statistical survey program meets the following
conditions, the examination and approval authority shall issue a
decision in writing to approve such program:

(1) it has legal basis or is indeed required for public

management and services;

(2) there is no overlapping or contradiction between its
content and the main content of any statistical survey

program that has been approved or filed for the record;

(3) the main statistical indicators cannot be obtained through
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administrative records or by processing and sorting out the

existing statistical data;

(4) the statistical survey system is in compliance with the laws
and regulations governing statistics, and is scientific,

reasonable and feasible;

(5) the statistical standards adopted are in compliance with

the relevant provisions of the State; and

(6) the formulation authority has the capacity to carry out the

program.

Where a statistical survey program fails to meet the
conditions prescribed in the preceding paragraph, the
examination and approval authority shall present the
modification opinions to the formulation authority; if the
modified survey program still fails to meet the said
conditions, the examination and approval authority shall issue
a written decision declining to approve the program, with the

reasons therefor stated.

Article 10 Where a statistical survey program involves the duties of
any other department, the examination and approval authority shall,
prior to deciding whether to approve such program, solicit opinions
from such department.

Article 11 The examination and approval authority shall, within 20
days from the date of acceptance of an application for examination
and approval of a statistical survey program, decide whether to
approve such program. If the decision cannot be made within 20
days, ten days may be extended upon approval by the person in
charge of the examination and approval authority, and the extension
reason shall be informed to the formulation authority.

The time taken by the formulation authority to modify a
statistical survey program shall not be included in the time

limit for examination and approval.

Article 12 In applying for the filing of a statistical survey program for
the record, the formulation authority shall, in the form of official
documents, submit to the filing authority the application for the filing
of the statistical survey program and the statistical survey system for
such program.

Where the survey respondents of a statistical survey program
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fall within the jurisdiction of the formulation authority and
there is no overlapping or contradiction between the main
content of such program and that of any statistical survey
program that has been approved or filed for the record, the
filing authority shall grant the number of the filing document
in accordance with the law.

Article 13 Once a statistical survey program is approved or filed for
the record, the examination and approval authority or the filing
authority shall release the statistical survey program and the main
contents of the statistical survey system in a timely manner, unless
any state secret is involved.

Article 14 Where a statistical survey program falls under either of the
following circumstances, the examination and approval authority or
the filing authority shall simplify the examination and approval or
filing procedure, and shorten the designated time limit:

(1) the statistical survey shall be promptly carried out due to

the occurrence of an emergency; or

(2) the contents of the statistical survey system remain
unchanged, and the validity of the statistical survey program

needs to be extended upon expiry.

Article 15 National statistical standards as specified in the second
paragraph of Article 17 of the Statistics Law are compulsory
standards. The people's governments at all levels and the statistical
agencies and the departments concerned of the people's government
at the county level or above shall comply with national statistical
standards In organizing and conducting statistical survey activities in
organizing and carrying out statistical survey activities.

For the formulation of national statistical standards, the
opinions of the departments concerned of the State Council

shall be solicited.

Chapter III Organization and Implementation of Statistical Surveys
Article 16 At the time of organizing and carrying out statistical
surveys, statistical agencies and statisticians shall explain to the
respondents of statistical surveys their statutory duties for filling in
the statistical survey form, definitions of major indices and the
relevant requirements for filling in the said form.
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Article 17 The statistical data provided by statistical survey
respondents such as state organs, enterprises, public institutions and
other organizations shall be signed by the personnel filling in the
statistical survey form and the principals of such entities, with the
official seal affixed; the statistical data provided by individuals as the
respondents of statistical surveys shall be signed by the individuals
themselves, unless the signature or official seal is not required
according to statistical survey systems.

Statistical survey respondents shall comply with the relevant
regulations of the State in their provision of statistical data

using the web.

Article 18 At the time of promoting the use of web in submitting
statistical data, the statistical agencies and the departments
concerned of the people's governments at the county level or above
shall adopt effective measures to ensure the network security.

Article 19 The statistical agencies and the departments concerned of
the people's governments at the county level or above as well as
statisticians in villages and towns shall examine the statistical data
provided by statistical survey respondents. If the statistical data are
incomplete or there are any apparent errors, statistical survey
respondents shall make supplementation or correction in accordance
with the law.

Article 20 The National Bureau of Statistics ("NBS") shall establish a
sound statistical data quality monitoring and assessment system to
strengthen the monitoring and assessment of important statistical
data in various provinces, autonomous regions and centrally-
administered municipalities.

Chapter IV Administration and Publication of Statistical data

Article 21 The statistical agencies and the departments concerned of
the people's governments at the county level or above as well as the
people's government at the township level shall properly keep the
statistical data obtained via statistical surveys.

The State will establish a disaster backup system for statistical

data.

page 6 of 15



7,
B+ %
FIHEEFBSHSITEER]

SHRIRER , NAEMREF2E,

LR RN 52/ MRTF
105 , EERYCRMESITH AN
AT, ZEEFIBSENEN |,
MEFIE,

BH=%

FHEENSIRRERE AN
ERENFRIICRIIFITHEM |, M
HEDMRIF2E,

FET %

ExRFIERIHEERENE
EMFEitEE e, 8ieK. B
BhaitidE  HERFEHTBELS
HEHERFTEBENEREAE
BMEHEERARBRSRIHIGE
YN

EtHR%

ESEE X IRITREERE
iR | HESHRAE X 1R
RERGXUECHERERTR
HNETHRAERIEAT,

B\ Fitvs ARBFFEXEB
AmEATHEAERISAISZITEL
12, LERRRIERERAT,

ETHA%

EATHISRITHUERRERE
INERTEZHITIEITRY , BRI
ARBURFFEIT AR XER 1N =
BB mIEITTRNEYE | FRtiElT
EAEFIEI R F A,

Ny a3

R ABBURSZEIHET
BXREB TN SR A EERITHE

Article 22 The original materials of statistical survey respondents
obtained via statistical surveys shall be kept for at least two years.

Summarized statistical data shall be kept for at least ten years,
and important summarized statistical data shall be kept
permanently, unless otherwise provided for in laws and

regulations.

Article 23 The original records and statistical standing books set up by
statistical survey respondents according to the relevant provisions of
the State shall be kept for at least two years.

Article 24 National statistical data and statistical data involving
provinces, autonomous regions and centrally-administered
municipalities obtained via statistical surveys by the NBS shall be
released by the NBS or the survey agencies of the NBS or the
statistical agencies of the people's governments at the provincial level
as authorized by the NBS.

Article 25 The statistical data obtained via statistical surveys by the
departments concerned of the State Council shall be released by such
departments according to the relevant provisions of the State and the
approved or filed statistical survey system.

The departments concerned of the people's governments at
the county level or above shall, according to the provisions of
the preceding paragraph, release the statistical data they have

obtained via statistical surveys.

Article 26 Where the released statistical data need to be modified
according to the relevant provisions of the State, the statistical
agencies and the departments concerned of the people's government
at the county level or above shall release the modified data in a timely
manner, and state the basis and details of the modification.

Article 27 The statistical agencies and the departments concerned of
the people's governments at the county level or above shall timely
release the definitions of major statistical indicators, survey scope,
survey methods, calculation methods, sample size in sample surveys
and other information, and interpret ate or explain the statistical data.
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Article 28 Statistical data shall be released according to the relevant
provisions of the State. Prior to the publication, no entity or individual
may provide statistical data in violation of the relevant provisions of
the State or make use of any unreleased statistical data to seek
improper benefits.

Article 29 The data based on which the identity of any individual
respondent in a statistical survey can be recognized or deduced as
specified in Article 25 of the Statistics Law shall include:

(1) the data directly indicating the identity of any individual

respondent in the statistical survey;

(2) address, code and other related data (although such data
does not directly indicate the identity of any individual

respondent in the statistical survey; and

(3) summarized data based on which the identity of any

individual respondent in the statistical survey can be deduced.

Article 30 The data obtained via a statistical survey based on which
the identity of any individual respondent in a statistical survey can be
recognized or deduced shall be managed in strict accordance with the
law and may be taken as the basis for statistical law enforcement, but
shall not be directly taken as the basis for granting administrative
license, imposing administrative penalty or carrying out other
administrative activities against statistical survey respondents, or be
used for any purpose other than accomplishing statistical tasks.

Article 31 The State will establish and improve a mechanism for
sharing statistical information to achieve the sharing of data obtained
via statistical surveys by the statistical agencies and the departments
concerned of the people's governments at the county level or above.
As for statistical survey programs co-formulated by the formulation
authorities, the statistical data obtained may be jointly used.

A statistical survey system shall specify the contents, method,

time limit, channel and liability for sharing of statistical data.

page 8 of 15



FitAEHENSSRIHER
HE=NRAE., B, R, RE
HEFELHRIE,

BRE FIHHTWIRMRITTAR

F=1T"%

SR it NRBRFFI
MZARRNRBUFFI_ERARBUT
FIHTENNERS | EFRiTWS
UL ERARBRSRITHHEIRIRS
HE.

2. HEARBRFNISRESLT
TR, Ecea THREE FRERSELT
AR, BITEHERSR | RS
R ERARBRFEFIHHHIRS.
2. EFETARRER] , NSEHE
ERARBRSFIERNER.

BRI EARBRFEXRERE
itk S5 ERARA BB
eSS,

F=1=%

SR EARBARSH
BREB I BT ERSHEAEE
5 MTERFTHAERERSLT
EEHIE , BRLEATS. A58
MR EEE.

=1

EZRNMX. EWEWEBHIE
bR S INsESEHEAL TF , 79
BATRERN ST SRRE X SR 4
BR. ARFITIRFEMARIE,

F=tE%

XTEGTT TRt sR R
B, BUSEZHESHRMIITA
RIRERBRAEL TREMK
Jah.

Chapter V Statistical Agencies and Statisticians

Article 32 The statistical agency of a local people's government at the
county level or above is under the dual leadership of the people's
government at the corresponding level and the statistical agency of
the superior people's government, and the statistical service shall be
chiefly led by the statistical agency of the superior people's
governments.

A people's government at the township level shall set up
posts for statistical work and appoint full-time or part-time
statisticians to fulfill statistical duties, and its statistical service
shall be led by the statistical agency of the superior people's
government. Consent shall be obtained from the statistical
agency of the people's government at the county level for the

transfer of a statistician in a village or town.

The the departments concerned of a people's government at
the county level or above shall be guided by the statistical
agency of the people's government in providing statistical

service.

Article 33 The statistical agencies and the departments concerned of
the people's governments at the county level or above shall
accomplish tasks of national statistical surveys, implement the
statistical survey systems for national statistical survey programs,
organize and carry out local or internal statistical survey activities.

Article 34 State organs, enterprises, public institutions and other
organizations shall strengthen their foundational statistical services,
and provide support in the aspects of organization, staffing and
working conditions for performing their statutory obligations to
submit statistical data.

Article 35 Entities and individuals who have made significant
contributions or outstanding performance in statistical service shall
be commended and rewarded according to the relevant provisions of
the State.
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Chapter VI Supervision and Inspection

Article 36 The personnel engaging in statistical law enforcement in
the statistical agencies of the people's governments at the county
level or above shall possess the necessary legal and professional
knowledge, take statistical law enforcement trainings, and obtain the
certificate for statistical law enforcement uniformly printed by the
NBS.

Article 37 No entity or individual may refuse to cooperate with or
hinder the supervision and examination of any statistical service or
investigation into any statistical offence, or shield or connive any
statistical offence.

Article 38 Entities or individuals may blow the whistle on any
statistical offence to the statistical agency of a people's government
at the county level or above.

The statistics agency of the people's government at the
county level or above shall publicize the ways and channels
for blowing the whistle on statistical offences, accept, verify
and handle a whistleblowing according to laws, and keep the

identity of the whistleblower confidential.

Article 39 The statistical agency of the people's government at the
county level or above is responsible for investigating and punishing
statistical offences; if it is otherwise provided for in laws or
administrative regulations governing the investigation into and
punishment against statistical offence, such provisions shall prevail.

Chapter VII Legal Liability

Article 40 Any of the following circumstances shall be deemed as
failure to detect a serious statistical offence as prescribed in Item (4)
of Article 37 of the Statistics Law, due to which the head of the local
people's government or the statistical agency or the principal of the
department concerned or entity shall be punished by the appointing
or supervisory authorities, and the case shall be bulletined by the
statistics agency of the people's government at the county level or
above:

(1) occurrence of local or internal statistical fraud or

falsification on a large scale or frequently;

(2) local or internal statistical data inconsistent with the facts

seriously that should have been detected;

(3) failure to correct any statistical data inconsistent with the
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(3) failing to comply with national statistical standards;
(4) failing to follow the statistical survey system; or

(5) modifying statistical data of any individual respondent in

the statistical survey without approval.

The statisticians in villages or towns committing any of the
acts as specified in Items 3 to 5 of the preceding paragraph
shall be ordered to make correction and be punished

according to law.

Article 44 The statistics agency or the department concerned of a
people's government at the county level or above that releases
statistical data in violation of Article 24 or Article 25 hereof shall be
ordered to make correction by the people's government at the same
level or the statistics agency of the people's government at the higher
or same level, and the case shall be bulletined.

Article 45 For the provision of any unreleased statistical data in
violation of the relevant provisions of the State or making use of any
unreleased statistical data to seek improper benefits, the appointing
or supervisory authorities shall impose punishment in accordance
with the law, and the case shall be bulletined by the statistics agency
of the people's government at the county level or above.

Article 46 For a statistics agency and the statisticians thereof that
commit any of the following acts, the people's government at the
same level or the statistics agency of the superior people's
government shall order it to make correction, and bulletin the
correction:

(1) refusing to cooperate in or hindering the supervision and
examination of any statistics or investigation into a statistical

offence;
(2) shielding or conniving a statistical offence;

(3) divulging secret information to any entity or individual

involved in a statistical offence so as to help escape from
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investigation and punishment;

(4) failing to accept, verify or handle the whistleblowing on a

statistical offence according to law; or

(5) disclosing the whistleblowing on a statistical offence .

Article 47 Where a local people's department at any level or the
department concerned of a people's department at the county level
or above refuses to cooperate in or hinders the statistical supervision
and examination or transfers, conceals, tampers with or destroys
original records and vouchers, statistical standing books, statistical
survey forms and other relevant evidence and data, shall be ordered
to make correction by the people's government at the higher level or
the statistics agency of the people's government at the higher or
same level shall order it to make correction and bulletin the case.

Article 48 For a local people's government at any level or the statistics
agency or the department concerned of a people’'s government at the
county level or above that commits any of the following offences
specified in Articles 41 through 47 hereof, the appointing or
supervisory authorities shall impose punishment against the executive
directly in charge and other persons directly liable for such offence
according to law:

Article 49 Any people's government at the township level that acts in
any of the ways as specified in the first paragraph of Article 38 or the
first paragraph of Article 39 of the Statistics Law shall be held legally
liable according to Article 38 and Article 39 of the Statistics Law.

Article 50 Any of the following circumstances shall be deemed as
serious circumstance as specified in the second paragraph of Article
41 of the Statistics Law:

(1) refusing to cooperate in or hinder statistical surveys or

statistical supervision and examination by violence or threats;
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(2) refusing to cooperate in or hinder statistical surveys or
statistical supervision and examination, which seriously affect

the normal operation of relevant work;

(3) providing inaccurate or incomplete statistical data, which

causes serious consequences or bad effects; or

(4) having been ordered to make correction for more than
three times within one year for any of the offence specified in

the first paragraph of Article 41 of the Statistics Law, and.

Article 51 Where a statistical offence constitutes a crime, the statistics
agency of a people's government at the county level or above shall
transfer the case to the judicial organ for handling.

Chapter VIII Supplementary Provisions

Article 52 Any organization or individual outside China that needs to
conduct a statistical survey in China shall entrust an entity qualified
for foreign-related statistical surveys in China with the statistical
survey. The qualification for foreign-related statistical survey shall be
reported for approval according to law. If the scope of the statistical
survey is limited to the administrative area of a province, autonomous
region or centrally-administered municipality, such survey shall be
examined and approved by the statistics agency of the local people's
government at the provincial level; if the scope of the statistical
survey involves two or more provinces, autonomous regions or
centrally-administered municipalities, such survey shall be examined
and approved by the NBS.

A foreign-related social survey program shall be reported for
approval according to law. If the scope of the statistical survey
is limited to the administrative area of a province,
autonomous region or centrally-administered municipality,
the program shall be examined and approved by the statistics
agency of the local people's government at the provincial
level; if the scope of the statistical survey involves two or
more provinces, autonomous regions or centrally-
administered municipalities, the program shall be examined

and approved by the NBS.

Article 53 At the time of investigating any foreign-related statistical
offence, the NBS or the statistical agency of a people's governments
at the provincial level may take the measures specified in Article 35 of
the Statistics Law.
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Article 54 For any entity or individual who engages in a foreign-
related statistical survey in violation of the law, the NBS or the
statistics department of the local people's government at the
provincial level shall order it/him to make correction or to stop survey
and confiscate any illegal income; if the illegal income is more than
500,000 yuan, a fine of not less than one time but not more than
three times the illegal income shall be imposed; if the illegal income is
less than 500,000 yuan or there is no illegal income, a fine of less than
2 million yuan shall be imposed; if the circumstance is serious, the
qualification for foreign-related statistical survey shall be suspended
or cancelled, and the decision on approval of the foreign-related
social survey program shall be revoked; if a crime is constituted, legal
liability shall be pursued in accordance with the law.

Article 55 These Regulations come into effect as of 1 August 2017,
simultaneously repealing the Implementing Regulations for the
Statistics Law of the People's Republic of China, approved by the
State Council on 19 January 1987, promulgated by the NBS on 15
February 1987, amended upon approval by the State Council on 2
June 2000 and promulgated by the NBS on 15 June 2000, and
amended by the State Council on 16 December 2005.
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