CONSTITUTION OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF CHINA

Revised and adopted at the 19th National Congress of the
Communist Party of China on October 24, 2017

General Program

The Communist Party of China is the vanguard of the Chinese working class, the
Chinese people, and the Chinese nation. It is the leadership core for the cause of socialism
with Chinese characteristics and represents the developmental demands of China’s
advanced productive forces, the orientation for China’s advanced culture, and the
fundamental interests of the greatest possible majority of the Chinese people. The Party’s
highest ideal and ultimate goal is the realization of communism.

The Communist Party of China uses Marxism-Leninism, Mao Zedong Thought, Deng
Xiaoping Theory, the Theory of Three Represents, the Scientific Outlook on Development,
and Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era as its
guides to action.

Marxism-Leninism reveals the laws governing the development of the history of
human society. Its basic tenets are correct and have tremendous vitality. The highest ideal
of communism pursued by Chinese Communists can be realized only when socialist
society is fully developed and highly advanced. The development and improvement of the
socialist system is a long historical process. By upholding the basic tenets of
Marxism-Leninism and following the path suited to China’s specific conditions as chosen
by the Chinese people, China’s socialist cause will ultimately be victorious.

With Comrade Mao Zedong as their chief representative, Chinese Communists
developed Mao Zedong Thought by combining the basic tenets of Marxism-Leninism with
the actual practice of the Chinese revolution. Mao Zedong Thought is the application and
development of Marxism-Leninism in China; it is a body of theoretical principles and a
summary of experiences, proven correct in practice, relating to China’s revolution and
construction; and it is a crystallization of the collective wisdom of the Communist Party of
China. Under the guidance of Mao Zedong Thought, the Communist Party of China led the
Chinese people of all ethnic groups in the long revolutionary struggle against imperialism,
feudalism, and bureaucratic capitalism, securing victory in the new democratic revolution
and founding the People’s Republic of China, a people’s democratic dictatorship. After the
founding of the People’s Republic, the Communist Party of China successfully led the
people in carrying out socialist transformation, completing the transition from New
Democracy to socialism, establishing the basic socialist system, and developing a socialist
economy, politics, and culture.

After the Third Plenary Session of the 11th Central Committee of the Communist Party
of China, Chinese Communists, with Comrade Deng Xiaoping as their chief representative,
analyzed both positive and negative experience gained since the founding of the People’s
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and to improve migrant Party member management.

4) to maintain close ties with the people, regularly seek to understand their criticisms
and opinions of Party members and the Party’s work, safeguard their legitimate rights and
interests, and effectively carry out work related to their political thinking.

5) to give full play to the initiative and creativity of Party members and the people, to
discover, nurture, and recommend people with outstanding talent from among them, and
to encourage them to contribute their skills and intelligence to reform, opening up, and
socialist modernization.

6) to guide and train active applicants for Party membership, to attend to routine work
related to member recruitment, and to attach great importance to recruiting Party members
from among those in the forefront of production and work and from among the younger
generations.

7) to ensure that Party officials and all other personnel strictly observe state laws and
regulations and the state’s financial and economic statutes and regulations on personnel,
and that they do not infringe on the interests of the state, collectives, or the people.

8) to encourage Party members and the people to consciously resist unacceptable
practices and resolutely fight against all violations of Party discipline or state law.

Article 33: Primary-level Party committees in subdistricts, townships, and towns and
Party organizations in villages and communities shall provide leadership for work in their
localities and community-level social governance, and support and ensure the exercise of
functions and powers by administrative, economic, and people’s self-governing
organizations there.

The leading Party members groups or Party committees of state-owned enterprises
shall play a leadership role, set the right direction, keep in mind the big picture, ensure the
implementation of Party policies and principles, and discuss and decide on major issues of
their enterprise in accordance with regulations. Primary-level Party organizations in
state-owned or collective enterprises should focus their work on the operations of their
enterprise. Primary-level Party organizations shall guarantee and oversee the
implementation of the principles and policies of the Party and the state within their own
enterprise and shall support the board of shareholders, board of directors, board of
supervisors, and manager (or factory director) in exercising their functions and powers in
accordance with the law. They shall wholeheartedly rely on the workers and office staff and
support the work of workers’ representative congresses; and they shall participate in
making decisions on major issues in the enterprise. They shall strengthen their own
organizational development and lead work on political thinking, efforts toward
cultural-ethical progress, and work on trade unions, Communist Youth League
organizations, and other people’s group organizations.

Primary-level Party organizations in non-public sector entities shall implement the
Party’s principles and policies, guide and oversee their enterprises’ observance of state laws
and regulations, exercise leadership over trade unions, Communist Youth League
organizations, and other people’s group organizations, promote unity and cohesion among
workers and office staff, safeguard the legitimate rights and interests of all parties, and
promote the healthy development of their enterprises.
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Primary-level Party organizations in social organizations shall communicate to the
public and carry out the Party’s lines, principles, and policies, exercise leadership over
trade unions, Communist Youth League organizations, and other people’s group
organizations, guide and manage their Party members, lead and serve the people, and
advance the cause of the Party.

Primary-level Party organizations shall play a key role in public institutions under the
charge of administrative leaders. Primary-level Party organizations in public institutions
under the charge of administrative leaders led by a Party committee shall discuss and make
decisions on major issues and, at the same time, ensure that the administrative leaders are
able to fully exercise their functions and powers.

Primary-level Party organizations in offices of the Party or the state at every level shall
assist chief administrators in fulfilling their tasks and improving their work; they shall
guide, manage, and oversee all Party members, including chief administrators, but shall not
direct the work of their danwei.

Article 34: Party branches are the basic organizations of the Party; they are responsible
for directly guiding, managing, and overseeing Party members and for organizing,
communicating with, uniting, and serving the people.

Chapter VI. Party Officials

Article 35: Party officials are the backbone of the Party’s cause and public servants of
the people, and shall be loyal to the Party, clean, and responsible. The Party shall select
officials on the basis of both their moral integrity and their professional
competence — giving greater priority to the former —and on the basis of their merits and not
their origins; it shall select officials who put the Party’s cause first and who are impartial
and upright; it shall oppose favoritism; and it shall endeavor to develop a contingent of
officials that is more revolutionary, younger, better educated, and more professional.

The Party attaches great weight to the education, training, selection, assessment, and
oversight of its officials, and considers the training and selection of outstanding young
officials to be of particular importance. The Party shall work actively to achieve progress in
reforming the cadre system.

The Party attaches great importance to the training and promotion of female officials
and ethnic minority officials.

Article 36: Party officials at every level must hold firm convictions, be committed to
serving the people, be hardworking and pragmatic, take on responsibility, and be clean and
honest. They must set a good example in carrying out their obligations as Party members as
prescribed in Article 3 of this Constitution and must meet the following basic requirements:

1) Have the necessary understanding of Marxism-Leninism, Mao Zedong Thought,
Deng Xiaoping Theory, the Theory of Three Represents, and the Scientific Outlook on
Development to be able to perform their duties; take the lead in applying Xi Jinping
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era; endeavor to use Marxist
positions, viewpoints, and methods in analyzing and solving practical problems; demand
of themselves commitment to study, political integrity, and rectitude; and be able to stand
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