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Austube Mills Pty Ltd 

146 Ingram Road 

Acacia Ridge, QLD, 4110 

28th November 2025 

The Director – Investigations 

Anti-Dumping Commission 

BY EMAIL: investigations@adcommission.gov.au 

Anti-circumvention inquiry No. 685 - Hollow structural sections from China, Korea, 

Malaysia, Taiwan 

Evidence of circumvention by slight modification of Hollow Structural Sections (HSS) 

Dear Investigations Team, 

Austube Mills Pty Ltd (Austube Mills) wishes to raise a concern regarding practices by certain 

Chinese steel exporters that undermine the integrity of Australia’s anti-dumping measures on 

Hollow Structural Sections (HSS). 

We have identified deliberate strategies by these exporters to make slight modifications to HSS 

products, enabling them to reclassify the HS code of these goods, including from 7306 (HSS) to 

7308 (fabricated goods). Fabricated goods are currently not subject to the dumping duty notice. 

These slight modifications are: 

- attaching brackets, 

- drilling and/or punching holes, and  

- performing superficial fabrication, 

that do not change the goods’ intended end-use but instead results in a change to the pattern of 

trade. The sole purpose of these slight modifications is to circumvent the current anti-dumping 

measures. 

The modifications fall into three primary categories: 

1. Attachment of Brackets – Brackets tack welded or bolted onto HSS sections that do not 

transform the product into a genuinely fabricated item. 

2. Drilling of Holes – Holes drilled into steel sections, leaving the product essentially unchanged 

and therefore do not transform the product into a genuinely fabricated item. 

3. Minor Fabrication – Cosmetic changes such as tack welds, mitre cuts, and socketing that do 

not transform the product into a genuinely fabricated item. 
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We have gathered evidence confirming that these practices are occurring. We have photographic 

documentation of these circumvention activities, which we have previously shared with Australian 

Border Force. In addition, we hold market intelligence that further substantiates the deliberate 

nature of these modifications. These materials clearly demonstrate that the intent behind these 

changes is to avoid anti-dumping duties regardless of whether the modification offers any 

functional or engineering requirement. These are attached as a CONFIDENTIAL ANNEXURE to 

this submission. 

Austube Mills strongly believes these practices constitute a deliberate circumvention of 

Australia’s anti-dumping framework. We urge the Commission to consider measures to ensure 

that products which remain, in substance, Hollow Structural Sections are subject to the appropriate 

duties, regardless of superficial modifications. 

We appreciate your attention to this matter and remain available to provide further information or 

clarification as required. 

FOR AND ON BEHALF OF 

AN AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRY MEMBER 

AUSTUBE MILLS PTY LTD  

 


