
Email received by Anti-Dumping Commission 20 October 2025 

Subject: Submission Opposing the Implementation of Anti-Dumping Measures on Hot 
Rolled Coil Steel 

Dear Reviewer, 

I am writing to formally submit my opposition to the proposed implementation of anti-
dumping measures on hot rolled coil steel. 

This submission is made in my capacity as a Chartered Accountant and a family 
member with a financial interest in two Australian manufacturing businesses: 
Plummers Industries Pty Ltd and Synectix Enclosure Systems Pty Ltd. 

For your reference, information about both companies can be found on their respective 
websites: 

• Plummers Industries Pty Ltd 
• Synectix Enclosure Systems Pty Ltd 

These websites will clearly demonstrate the critical role that hot rolled coil steel plays 
in our manufacturing operations. 

About Plummers Industries Pty Ltd 
Established in 1982 (with origins dating back to 1957), Plummers is a leading 
manufacturer based in Perth and Brisbane. We currently employ 220 full-time staff and 
generate over $100 million in annual revenue. 
Despite our long-standing commitment to Australian manufacturing, we face rising 
pressures due to increasing energy and insurance costs, coupled with a national labour 
shortage. As a result, we are being forced to consider moving parts of our operations 
offshore. 
Our competitors include large multinational corporations such as Schneider, Hitachi, 
and ABB, which import most of their products into Australia. 

 

About Synectix Enclosure Systems Pty Ltd 
Founded in 2002 and based in Melbourne, Synectix employs 94 full-time staff and 
generates over $20 million in annual revenue. More than 75% of our sales are to major 
multinational electrical companies with extensive operations across Asia. 
Our customers regularly compare our prices against those offered by manufacturers in 
Malaysia, Indonesia, the Philippines, and India. We frequently lose business to these 
competitors and currently supply less than 50% of their total requirements. 
Raw material costs—primarily coiled steel—represent around 25% to 30% of our gross 
sales. Approximately 70% of our steel is imported directly from China, with the 
remainder sourced from local suppliers. Bluescope hot coiled steel products are in the 
rage of 15% to 18% more expensive than imported steel If we are unable to remain price 
competitive due to an anti-dumping levy, closure of the business may be our only 

http://plummers.com.au/
https://www.synectix.com.au/


option, as relocating overseas is not economically viable. This would result in a 
reduction in demand for locally produced steel, as imported sheet metal products are 
unlikely to use any Australian steel.   

 

Concerns with the Applicant’s Position 
We believe that the applicant, Bluescope Steel, is fundamentally mistaken in asserting 
that Chinese suppliers are dumping coiled steel into Australia. 

As evidence, please refer to: 

1. The email below and attached United Nations study (provided by one of our 
Chinese suppliers), which shows that Australian import prices are consistent 
with global market rates. 

2. The July 2025 AI Group manufacturing study (attached), which outlines the 
many pressures facing domestic manufacturers. Any additional costs—such as 
those resulting from anti-dumping measures—would only worsen these 
pressures. 

The AI Group study reports approximately 134,300 employees work in Metal Products 
manufacturing in Australia (page 24). While it's difficult to isolate the exact number 
involved in sheet metal fabrication, we believe it far exceeds the 10,188 identified in the 
2024 IBISWorld study. 

 

Conclusion 
Put simply, the survival of Australia’s sheet metal fabrication industry—employing over 
10,000 people—is at serious risk if these anti-dumping measures are implemented. 

Both Mr John Plummer, CEO of Plummers Industries, and Mr Laurie Osmand, CEO of 
Synectix, are available to meet with you—either individually or together—to provide 
further details or answer any questions. 

Thank you for your consideration of this submission. Acknowledgement of receipt of 
this submission would be appreciated.  

Yours faithfully, 

David Mack B.Com FCA 

 

David Mack 
Director 
+61 412 196 646  
fjmproperty.com.au   
Second Floor, 338 Barker Road, Subiaco WA 
6008 

E: david.mack@fjmproperty.com.au 

http://fjmproperty.com.au/
mailto:david.mack@fjmproperty.com.au
http://fjmproperty.com.au/


Email attached to above email submission, dated 2 September 2025 

Dear John, 
 

This is indeed a concerning news. The products covered by this investigation 

may account for around half of the current trade volume between our two 

companies. Together with the procurement data of other Australian customers, 
the impact on our export business to the Australian market could be significant.  
 
Attached is the file "2024 Global Trade Data of China Export (HS 7208 & 

7211 & 7225)", which I downloaded from the UN Comtrade Database 
[https://comtradeplus.un.org/]. The data clearly illustrates how the year 

2024 prices of the products involved in the anti-dumping investigation, when 

exported from China to Australia, compare with global price levels. This may 
serve as evidence that China does not sell to the Australian market at "unfairly 

low prices". If anti-dumping duties are imposed, it would indeed reduce the 

global competitiveness of related downstream manufacturing industries in 

Australia.  
 
Hope it could help. 
 

Best Regards 

 

Besson Lee | bisco® | Sales Specialist | International Department 

Cel./Teams/WhatsApp/WeChat: +86 17717956875 

E-mail: s03@biscointl.com | besson.lee@biscointl.com 

 

Shanghai BISCO International Corporation 

Room 1507, Building 3, No. 1588 Youyi Road, Baoshan District, Shanghai 

201900, China  

Carbon Steel | Special Alloy | Stainless Steel | Non-Ferrous | Hardwares | 
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