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The Director - Investigations 1
Anti-Dumping Commission
GPO Box 2013
Canberra ACT 2601
ANTI-CIRCUMVENTION INQUIRY -

ROD IN COIL EXPORTED FROM THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
Dear Director,

This submission is made on behalf of Beijing Xingtai Steel Weldmesh and Technology Development
Co. Ltd (“Beijing Xingtai”) to the Statement of Essential Facts Report 643 (SEF 643), in relation to the
alleged circumvention of rod in coil exported from the Peoples Republic of China (“China”).

Following careful consideration of the assertions made by the Australian industry, and having
regard to supporting information presented by Beijing Xingtai, the Anti-Dumping Commission
(“the Commission”) has unambiguously determined that imports of wire mesh were not slightly
modified for the purposes of circumventing the measures applicable to rod in coil. Beijing Xingtai
supports the Commission’s findings outlined in SEF 643.

The Commission’s assessment demonstrates that there was no basis to the allegation raised by the
Australian industry, and critically, that wire mesh would not been subject to the original notice.

Beijing Xingtai also takes this opportunity to contend that the Australian industry ought to have
known that wire mesh and rod in coil are two distinct products with demonstrably different
characteristics, given that it undertakes the manufacturing of both products within its group
operations. It is therefore safe to assume that the intent behind the circumvention application was
to simply disrupt exports of wire mesh, which it has succeeded in doing, in large part due to the
inquiry taking over 17 months to complete.

To that end, the Commission is urged to exercise greater circumspection when initiating
circumvention inquiries, particularly when based on weak or unsubstantiated allegations, that even
at face value, fall short of warranting further investigation.

For example, it is noted that in each of the Commission’s previous circumvention inquiries
examining allegations of slight modification, the original goods and alleged circumvention goods
remained the same product, with the only difference being that the slight modification put the
circumvention goods outside the scope of the notice.
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Case Original goods Alleged circumvention goods

Case 671 Black concrete underlay film Grey concrete underlay film in

Case 606 Black concrete underlay film in Black concrete underlay film in widths
widths 2-7 metres below 2 metres

Case 552 70-100gsm A4 Copy paper 68gsm A4 Copy paper

Case 479 Clear float glass (CFG) in nominal Clear float glass (CFG) in nominal
thicknesses of 3 to 12 millimeters thicknesses of 3 to 12 millimeters (mm)
(mm) edge worked on at least one side of

the CFG sheet

Case 483 Stranded wire rope not greater than 8 | Stranded wire rope with 9 strands
strands

Case 291 Certain electric resistance welded pipe | Certain electric resistance welded pipe
and tube made of carbon steel and tube made of alloy steel

Case 290 / Flat rolled products of iron and non- | Flat rolled iron or steel products

298 alloy steel (containing alloys)

By contrast, the current inquiry has examined whether slight modification has resulted in two

distinctly different products. A fact that was plainly obvious to even those with little knowledge of

the reinforcing steel industry. Given that the original goods and circumvention goods also involves

a significant redefining of the Australian industry producing like goods, the information in the

application was not sufficient to warrant initiation and further investigation.

The Commission must show caution in screening future applications to prevent undue disruption

to legitimate trade practices, and avoid imposing unnecessary burdens on exporters, thereby

fostering a more stable and predictable environment for future exports.

John Bracic




