
 
 

19th March 2024 

The Director - Investigations  

Anti-Dumping Commission  

GPO Box 2013 Canberra ACT 2601  

Via email investigations@adcommission.gov.au  

RE: Investigation 644 and the alleged dumping of interchangeable bolted clipping system brackets 

To the case manager: 

We are writing to you regarding the recent publication of the case 644 Interchangeable bolted clipping 

system brackets. From assessment, we believe the tariff classification 7318.15.00 does not apply to 

case 644. If we apply the general interpretive rules for classification, the outcome for the affected 

goods do not match the classification provided under 7318.15.00. The goods as imported, prima-facie 

brackets 8302.50.00. The definition of a screw and/or bolt according to Collins dictionary is “a device 

used for fastening materials together, consisting of a threaded and usually tapered shank that has a 

slotted head by which it may be rotated so as to cut its own thread as it bores through the material”.  

Imported goods are classified using the general rules for the interpretation of the harmonised system. 

When we apply the general rules for screws and brackets the classifications differ and cannot be seen 

as ambiguous. From perspective, it is difficult to argue that based on prima-facie that the items in 644 

are to be classified as 7318.50.00.  

• light hanging bracket with elongated slot and square hole for interlocking coach bolt 

and nut ; 

• stand-off bracket with elongated slot and square hole for interlocking coach bolt and 

nut; 

• adjustable stand-off bracket with elongated slot for interlocking coach bolt and nut; 

• all-thread bracket with elongated slot and square hole for interlocking coach bolt and 

nut; and  

• welded nut bracket with elongated slot and square hole for interlocking coach bolt and 

nut. 
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In case 644, the items do not describe it to be a standalone coach bolt alone but with brackets 

included.  By applying the general interpretive rules we need to consider the product as a 

whole, essential character, material and construction and intended use. The items itself will 

never be classified to bolts alone as it will arrive with the bracket. The essential character of 

the item is the bracket itself and not the bolt, hence classification 7318.50.00 is not 

applicable. Under general interpretive ruling 3, it needs to be assessed using the most specific 

description of the goods. The primary function of the product here is the bracket and not the 

bolt itself, thus the goods will never be classified to 7318.50.00 if it is ever to be imported 

with brackets.  

In conclusion, our recommendation to the case manager is to have heading 7318.50.00 removed 

from case 644 as causing misinterpretation of the classification for the products listed. We wish to 

have the context of this case open for public review. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Ricky Tran 

Licensed Custom Broker 

Email: rtran@cif.com.au  

Phone:  +61 03 9205 9133 
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