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Anti-dumping Investigation 418: 
Steel Reinforcing Bar exported from Greece, Indonesia, Spain 
(Nervacero), Taiwan (Power Steel) and Thailand  

 
Exporters: 
Power Steel (Taiwan) and Millcon (Thailand) 



PART 1 - THE GOODS 
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1.What is reinforcing bar? 



What is Reinforcing Bar? 
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• Also known as “rebar” or “deformed bar” or “TMT bar” or “QST bar” 

• A steel billet is rolled through a Rod Mill (for coils) or a Bar Mill (for straights). 

The final set of rolls in the Mills introduce the ribs/deformations into the 

rod/bar. 

• Most common method of production is TMT (thermo-mechanical treatment) 

using water quenching to achieve required strength. 

•   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Straight lengths or 

coils are cut & bent 

into various shapes 

for use in concrete 

reinforcing 

applications 



PART 2 - STEELMAKING 
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1.Electric Arc Furnace (EAF) production 

2.Rebar grades 

3.Adjustments 



 
Rebar – EAF Production  
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What do you need to make steel billet? 
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 Electric Arc Furnace 

  

Raw materials: 

• Scrap  

• Other iron sources 

     eg. DRI, Pig Iron, HBI 

• Fluxes 

• Alloys 

 

Electricity 

 

Gas 

    



Rebar Standards 
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Key Requirement Property Australia (& ACRS) 

AS/NZS4671:2001 

 

Taiwan 

CNS 560 A2006 

Thailand 

TIS 24-2548 (2003) 

Closest grade for model matching 500N SD490 SD50 

Strength Yield Stress (MPa)  500MPa to 650MPa 490 to 625MPa 500 to 630MPa 

Actual mass close 

to nominal mass 

Mass per metre 

tolerance (%) 

± 4.5%  

(for all bar 

diameters) 

± 7% (10-<16mm)            

± 5% (16-<29mm)           

± 4% (29mm+) 

± 6% (10-16mm)            

± 5% (22-28mm)           

± 4% (32-40mm)  
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Asian Rebar Sales : Theoretical or Actual Weight? 

[Subscription extract referencing rebar basis for sale] 



Specific to Rebar Straights 
Basis for sale : Theoretical or actual weight 
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** Likely rolling target: 

• Assumes typical safety margin aimed 
for by rolling mills when rolling light 
within allowed standard tolerances. 

• Mills will roll as close to allowed 
tolerance limits as they are able to 
consistently achieve (don’t want to go 
too close to limit & risk scrap). 

• Standards require mass per meter 
tolerance checks during rolling (one 
per batch) 

• Rolling mill quality control person must 
be able to produce records of these 
measurements from rolling batches. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Understand compliance 

with Standard (mass per 

metre tolerance) and 

basis for sale – domestic 

and export 

[[Redacted table of tolerance adjustments] 



Methods of production  
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[Views on treatment & benefits/downside] 



11 

Deformed/ribbed bar and coil vs smooth bar and coil 

To facilitate concrete 
reinforcement, surface 
must be deformed 

Rebar Coil vs Rebar Straights 

Likely all rebar 
straights for export 
(ACRS accreditation 
for straights only) 

MINIMUM Yield Strength specified by Standard 

Exports to Australia 
likely to be Grade 
500N (minimum yield 
strength 500MPa) 

Domestic sales of 
400MPa rebar may be 
more common, 
500MPa will 
command a premium. 

 

Use Standards for 
comparison, NOT test 
certificates 

Size 

Match nominal cross-
sectional diameter to 
nearest export size ie. 
13mm domestic to 
12mm export, 15mm 
domestic to 16mm 
export 

Chemistry 

Check for specific 
addition of Vanadium 
or Niobium (typically 
0.08-0.15%) – adds 
cost, micro-alloyed 
rebar may command 
higher price 

 

 

Theoretical or Actual basis for sale 

Adjustment may be needed for different basis for sale 

Approach to model matching – Taiwan & Thailand 

Domestic 

grades  

Domestic & 

export grades  



PART 3 – The exporters  
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• Power Steel Co., Ltd (Taiwan) 

• Millcon PLC (Thailand) 
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Power Steel Co., Ltd 
Background information 

PSCO do not 

appear to have 

steelmaking 

capability – only 

rolling of purchased 

billet. 

EQR at G6 Major raw 

material costs 

Billet suppliers are listed 

at confidential attachment 

G-6. As PSCO produces 

the goods and like goods 

to order, [REDACTION}.  
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Straights only 
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[Different types of deformed bar sold] 
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Start of POI 

[Subscription-based indication of Taiwanese billet and rebar prices] 
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Towards end of POI 

[Subscription-based indication of Taiwanese billet and rebar prices] 
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[Subscription-based indication of imported billet presence in Taiwan] 



Cost verification 
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[Treatment of costs] 



Cost verification - export 
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[Consideration of adjustment claims] 



Cost verification - domestic 

[Consideration of specification differences and adjustments] 



Cost verification - domestic 
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[Consideration of specification differences and adjustments] 
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[Research-based specification pricing indication] 



Adjustments 

24 

[Other adjustment claims] 



Adjustments 
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[Basis for sale] 



Submissions (264) 
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[Adjustment claims – previous investigation] 



Submissions (264) 
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[Adjustment claims – previous investigation] 
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Other matters  

[Subscription based article – Canadian rebar AD investigation] 
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Other matters 

[Subscription based article – US rebar AD investigation] 
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Other matters 

[Subscription based article – Taiwanese power availability] 
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[Subscription based article – Taiwanese import scrap prices] 
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http://seaisi.org/seaisi2017/file/file/full-paper/Taiwan%20Country%20Report.pdf 



PART 3 – The exporters  
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• Power Steel Co., Ltd (Taiwan) 

• Millcon PLC (Thailand) 
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MillCon  Steel PLC 
Background Information 
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MillCon  Steel PLC 

http://www.dcs-digital.com/setweb/downloads/2559q3/20161122_mill.pdf 
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Production & Products 
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38 



39 
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Q&T method 
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Exports to Australia 

Key 

Requirement 

Property Australia (& 

ACRS) 

AS/NZS4671:2001 

 

Thailand 

TIS 24-2548 

(2003) 

Closest grade for model 

matching 
500N SD50 

Strength Yield Stress 

(MPa) 

 500MPa to 

650MPa 

500 to 630MPa 
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Sales to Australia 

[Insights from EQR – Millcon] 
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Sales to Australia 

[Insights from EQR costs for export – Millcon] 
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Exported goods & Like goods 

[Insights from EQR grade specifications domestic and export – Millcon] 
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Thai domestic sales 

[Insights from EQR domestic sales – Millcon] 
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Thai domestic sales 

[Insights from EQR domestic sales & raw materials purchases – Millcon] 
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[Subscription-based article – presence of imported billet in Thailand] 
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Thai domestic sales 

[Insights from EQR domestic sales costs - Millcon] 
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The only cost difference is extra quality control for export products (eg. to meet 

ACRS standard. 



 
Example of Microalloy addition of Vanadium  
(From Investigation 300) 

[Examples – test certificates] 



 
What constitutes an “alloy steel”: 

Customs Tariff Act Schedule 3 

Notes to Chapter 72: 

 

Defines individual concentrations of 

elements that constitute an “alloy steel” 

for which the alloy steel tariff codes 

apply. 


