
CAUTION - This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Hazardous Waste
To: ;

 Hazardous Waste
Subject: RE: AUH25-020 Northern Endeavour Transit Update [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Thursday, 13 November 2025 5:13:02 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

Thank you 
We will make ourselves available.

OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

From:  (NEA) 
Sent: Thursday, 13 November 2025 5:11 PM
To: ; Hazardous Waste ;  
Cc: 

  ;  
Subject: RE: AUH25-020 Northern Endeavour Transit Update [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

Hi 
Thanks for the update.
We have some changes in schedule and would like to propose the meeting to be held tomorrow,
2pm Singapore time (5pm Australia time) instead.
Apologise for the changes and noted the agenda below. I will send our teams’ invite to you guys
instead (since our government laptop are not able to access external teams’ link).
Regards,

 | Deputy Principal Engineer (Chemical Control and Management Department)
Pollution Control 1 Division, Clean Environment Group
40 Scotts Road, #17-00 Environment Building, Singapore 228231
www.nea.gov.sg | myENV app

OFFICIAL

From: @industry.gov.au> 
Sent: Thursday, 13 November 2025 1:28 pm
To: Hazardous Waste <hazardous.waste@dcceew.gov.au>;  (NEA)
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CAUTION - This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

@nea.gov.sg>; @nea.gov.sg>;
@nea.gov.sg>

Cc: i@nea.gov.sg>; 
@nea.gov.sg>; @nea.gov.sg>; 

@nea.gov.sg>; 
@nea.gov.sg>; 

>; 
@dcceew.gov.au>

Subject: RE: AUH25-020 Northern Endeavour Transit Update [SEC=OFFICIAL]
OFFICIAL

Good afternoon ,
I have sent a meeting invite with a draft agenda for tomorrow at 9 am Singapore time. If you would
prefer the meeting to come from your end I am happy to remove mine once your invite is circulated.
I look forward to catching-up tomorrow.
Kind regards,

Assistant Manager
Oil and Gas Division | Northern Endeavour Branch | Regulatory Approvals Section
Ngunnawal Country, 10 Binara Street, Canberra City ACT 2601
GPO Box 2013 Canberra ACT 2601 Australia
Department of Industry, Science and Resources

@industry.gov.au
 industry.gov.au ABN 74 599 608 295

Our purpose is to help the government build a better future for all Australians through enabling a productive, resilient and
sustainable economy, enriched by science and technology.

Acknowledgement of Country
Our department recognises the First Peoples of this Nation and their ongoing cultural and
spiritual connections to the lands, waters, seas, skies, and communities.
We Acknowledge First Nations Peoples as the Traditional Custodians and Lore Keepers of the
oldest living culture and pay respects to their Elders past and present. We extend that respect to
all First Nations Peoples.

OFFICIAL

From: Hazardous Waste <hazardous.waste@dcceew.gov.au> 
Sent: Wednesday, 12 November 2025 10:33 PM
To: @nea.gov.sg>; 

@nea.gov.sg>; @nea.gov.sg>
Cc: @nea.gov.sg>; 

@nea.gov.sg>; @nea.gov.sg>; 
@nea.gov.sg>; 

@nea.gov.sg>;
@industry.gov.au>; Hazardous Waste

<hazardous.waste@dcceew.gov.au>; @industry.gov.au>; 
@dcceew.gov.au>

Subject: RE: AUH25-020 Northern Endeavour Transit Update [SEC=OFFICIAL]
OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

That would be very appreciated, thank you

|
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OFFICIAL
OFFICIAL

From: @nea.gov.sg> 
Sent: Wednesday, 12 November 2025 9:08 PM
To: Hazardous Waste <hazardous.waste@dcceew.gov.au>; )

@nea.gov.sg>; @nea.gov.sg>
Cc: @nea.gov.sg>;  (NEA)

@nea.gov.sg>; @nea.gov.sg>; 
@nea.gov.sg>; 

@nea.gov.sg>; 

Subject: RE: AUH25-020 Northern Endeavour Transit Update [SEC=OFFICIAL]
OFFICIAL

Hi 
Noted on the email below. How about this Friday (12 Nov), 9am SGP time (i.e. 12pm Australia time)
for a virtual call?
Would you be able to provide a brief agenda (i.e. any specific matter in particular related to Northern
Endeavour) for the discussion?
Thanks.
Regards,

 | Deputy Principal Engineer (Chemical Control and Management Department)
Pollution Control 1 Division, Clean Environment Group
40 Scotts Road, #17-00 Environment Building, Singapore 228231
www.nea.gov.sg | myENV app

OFFICIAL

From: Hazardous Waste <hazardous.waste@dcceew.gov.au> 
Sent: Wednesday, 12 November 2025 8:13 am
To: @nea.gov.sg>; 

l@nea.gov.sg>
Cc: @nea.gov.sg>; 

@nea.gov.sg>; @nea.gov.sg>; 
@nea.gov.sg>; 

@nea.gov.sg>; @nea.gov.sg>;
@industry.gov.au>; Hazardous

Waste <hazardous.waste@dcceew.gov.au>
Subject: AUH25-020 Northern Endeavour Transit Update [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

Dear and Singapore CA Team

We would like to update you on the Northern Endeavour. We have had some ongoing discussions with
Denmark and would like to have a chat with you about these.

Would you be available to meet with us this week to discuss this?
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The General Manager of the Northern Endeavour, Shane McWhinney, will also be in Singapore on
Tuesday 18 November 2025, and has availability at 2pm Singapore time if you are free to meet with
him.

OFFICIAL

------ IMPORTANT - This email and any attachments have been issued by the Commonwealth of Australia (Commonwealth). The material
transmitted is for the use of the intended recipient only and may contain confidential, legally privileged, copyright or personal information.
You should not copy, use or disclose it without authorisation from the Commonwealth. It is your responsibility to check any attachments for
viruses and defects before opening or forwarding them. If you are not an intended recipient, please contact the sender of this email at once
by return email and then delete both messages. Unintended recipients must not copy, use, disclose, rely on or publish this email or
attachments. The Commonwealth is not liable for any loss or damage resulting from unauthorised use or dissemination of, or any reliance
on, this email or attachments. If you have received this e-mail as part of a valid mailing list and no longer want to receive a message such as
this one, advise the sender by return e-mail accordingly. This notice should not be deleted or altered ------
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From: (NEA)
To: Hazardous Waste;

Cc:   
Subject: AUH25-020 Northern Endeavour Transit Update

CAUTION - This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know
the content is safe. 

Hi Colleagues,
Sending the teams’ link below for the discussion of Northern Endeavour vessel tomorrow. Please note the revised timing (i.e. 2pm Singapore time,
5pm Australia time) for the virtual call.
Re-populate the agenda below for easy reference

 ​

Thank you.
Regards,

________________________________________________________________________________ 
Microsoft Teams meeting 

 

 
 

 

 
 

________________________________________________________________________________
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject: FW: Northern Endeavour [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Wednesday, 22 October 2025 11:33:56 AM
Attachments: image004.png

image005.jpg
image006.png
image007.png

OFFICIAL

FYV – recent media query and response.

OFFICIAL

From: McWhinney, Shane 
Sent: Wednesday, 22 October 2025 11:01 AM
To: MediaTeam ;  

 
 

Subject: RE: Northern Endeavour [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

H  thanks for doing that – was going to do it myself. One minor tweak below to clarify
we’re talking about the FPSO. Approved.
//
Proposed response – from a DISR spokesperson:
Australian industry has led the works for the Northern Endeavour decommissioning program
and there will be ongoing opportunities for Australian industry involvement in the
decommissioning of the Northern Endeavour.
FPSO breakdown and recycling work represents only a small fraction of the total work
associated with the decommissioning program.
MARS was selected after a global, open and competitive tender process. There are no
purpose-built facilities in Australia equipped to recycle a vessel as large and complex as the
Northern Endeavour FPSO.
The department did not visit the facilities of any tenderers during the tender process. Tenders
were assessed strictly against the evaluation criteria. The MARS facility was only visited after
the tender evaluation process was completed and MARS had been selected as the preferred
tenderer, to support contract negotiations.
The Northern Endeavour departed the oil fields on 24 September. The Northern Endeavour
left the field and entered Singapore with the relevant Basel permit. The Northern Endeavour is
securely docked at a Singapore shipyard.
The department has not received advice that a Basel permit was not required in relation to
this activity.
Further information can be found here: https://www.industry.gov.au/news/northern-
endeavour-disconnected-and-towed-singapore
//
Regards,
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Ngunnawal Country, 10 Binara Street (GPO Box 2013) Canberra ACT 2601 Australia
@industry.gov.au

LGBTIQ+ Ally

Acknowledgement of Country
Our department recognises the First Peoples of this Nation and their ongoing cultural and
spiritual connections to the lands, waters, seas, skies, and communities.
We Acknowledge First Nations Peoples as the Traditional Custodians and Lore Keepers of the
oldest living culture and pay respects to their Elders past and present. We extend that respect
to all First Nations Peoples.

Connection to Country, 2021 

by Shaenice Allan

OFFICIAL

From: McWhinney, Shane <Shane.McWhinney@industry.gov.au> 
Sent: Tuesday, 21 October 2025 6:11 PM
To: @industry.gov.au>; 

@industry.gov.au>; @industry.gov.au>
Cc: @industry.gov.au>; 

@industry.gov.au>; @industry.gov.au>;
@industry.gov.au>; MediaTeam <MediaTeam@industry.gov.au>

Subject: RE: Northern Endeavour [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

Hi team, some suggestions below. Please tweak and advise when satisfied. Thanks
The Northern Endeavour departed the oil fields on 24 September. Please see the published
article at: https://www.industry.gov.au/news/northern-endeavour-disconnected-and-towed-
singapore
The Northern Endeavour left the field and entered Singapore with the relevant Basel permit.
The Northern Endeavour is securely docked at a Singapore shipyard.
The department has not received advice that a Basel permit was not required in relation to
this activity.
The department did not visit the facilities of any tenderers during the tender process. Tenders
were assessed strictly against the evaluation criteria. The MARS facility was only visited after
the tender evaluation process was completed and MARS had been selected as the preferred
tenderer, to support contract negotiations.
Regards,
Shane McWhinney
General Manager, Northern Endeavour Branch
Oil and Gas Division
Department of Industry, Science and Resources
Ngunnawal Country, 10 Binara Street (GPO Box 2013) Canberra ACT 2601 Australia

E: shane.mcwhinney@industry.gov.au

OFFICIAL

From: MediaTeam <MediaTeam@industry.gov.au> 
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CAUTION - This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

Sent: Tuesday, 21 October 2025 5:49 PM
To: McWhinney, Shane <Shane.McWhinney@industry.gov.au>; 

@industry.gov.au>; @industry.gov.au>; ,
@industry.gov.au>

Cc: MediaTeam <MediaTeam@industry.gov.au>; 
@industry.gov.au>; @industry.gov.au>;

@industry.gov.au>;
@industry.gov.au>

Subject: FW: Northern Endeavour [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Importance: High

OFFICIAL

Hi team,
As below we’ve just had a query from the Age on the Northern Endeavour. Hoping you can
help with some draft lines?
In general we normally suggest not necessarily answering individual questions but rather
offering an overall statement.
Also just noting I’m off now until Friday but will be around tomorrow and Thursday to take
forward clearances with the MO etc. we’ll let them know about the query in the meantime
Thanks as always

Manager
Media & Speechwriting | Communications Branch
Ngunnawal Country, Industry House, 10 Binara Street (GPO Box 2013) Canberra ACT 2601 Australia
Department of Industry, Science and Resources

@industry.gov.au
MON TUES WED THUR FRI

P P O P P

OFFICIAL

From:  
Sent: Tuesday, 21 October 2025 5:31 PM
To: MediaTeam <mediateam@industry.gov.au>
Subject: Northern Endeavour

Hi team,
I'm investigating information I've been given about the fate of the Northern Endeavour.
Hoping you can confirm (or otherwise) the information below, please?
I'll be filing this story this week, so seeking a response by 3pm tomorrow, please.
1: That the Northern Endeavour departed on September 24 or 25, bound ofr Singapore.
2: That the NE did so without a Basem permit.
3: That the Australian government spent some $1.6m on consultants to advise the
department on the decommissioning process, and that part of the advice received was
that no Basem permit would be required.
4: That Singaporean authorities are now refusing to allow NE to dock, because there is
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no permit in place
5: That two Australian companies bid for the tender to undertake decommissioning,
potentially generating hundreds of local jobs, but were not even visited by DISR officials
before their bids were rejected.
I'm also seeking comment about claims I've heard (on the record) that at least two
Australian companies have been sounded out about helping the government
retrospectively secure a Basem permit.
Happy to discuss over a call.
Many thanks,

s22



From:
To: ; McWhinney, Shane; 

Cc:
Subject: RE: Follow up Q for DCCEEW and DEPA - Basel import permit [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Friday, 24 October 2025 6:36:48 PM
Attachments: image002.png

image006.png
image007.png
image008.png
image009.jpg

OFFICIAL

Hi 

What timeframes you’re working to to obtain the answers to these questions from DCCEEW?
We expect to have answers from Clayton Utz (liaising with Danish lawyers) over the weekend.

I’d like us to regroup on Monday to revisit our key critical question: how and when can we
obtain an import permit.

Thanks

OFFICIAL

From: @industry.gov.au> 
Sent: Friday, 24 October 2025 3:28 PM
To: @industry.gov.au>; McWhinney, Shane
<Shane.McWhinney@industry.gov.au>; @industry.gov.au>;

industry.gov.au>; 
@industry.gov.au>; @industry.gov.au>;

@industry.gov.au>; 
@industry.gov.au>; r@industry.gov.au>;

@industry.gov.au>; 
@industry.gov.au>; @industry.gov.au>;

@industry.gov.au>; @industry.gov.au>;
@industry.gov.au>

Cc: @industry.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Follow up Q for DCCEEW and DEPA - Basel import permit [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Importance: High

OFFICIAL
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Sent: Thursday, 23 October 2025 5:53 PM
To: ; McWhinney, Shane; 

Subject: Follow up - Basel import permit [SEC=OFFICIAL]
When: Friday, 24 October 2025 1:00 PM-2:00 PM (UTC+10:00) Canberra, Melbourne,
Sydney.
Where: Microsoft Teams Meeting
 

OFFICIAL

 
Regrouping after Thursday’s conversation.
 
For discussion:
 

DCCEEW meeting debrief: Shane
MARS debrief: 
Options mapping and approach: 

 
 
________________________________________________________________________________

Microsoft Teams Need help?

Join the meeting now

Dial in by phone

Find a local number
Phone conference ID

Join on a video conferencing device

Video ID: 
More info

For organizers: Meeting options | Reset dial-in PIN
________________________________________________________________________________
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