


The 2021 National Research Infrastructure (NRI) Roadmap recognises that alternatives to 
animal models are becoming more prominent but may not be fully replaced for some time. 
I note National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy (NCRIS) facilities use non-
animal models in some pre-clinic and clinic research. For example, in 2021 Phenomics 
Australia – a provider of cell, tissue, and animal models for disease research – established 
Australia’s first nationally coordinated research service for non-animal modelling. 

I have copied the Hon Mark Butler MP, Minister for Health, Disability and Ageing, and the 
Hon Jason Clare MP, Minister for Education, noting their responsibilities for research. I have 
also copied the Hon Julie Collins MP, Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, given 
her portfolio’s responsibility for animal welfare and animal research. 

Thank you again for bringing your concerns to the Government’s attention. 

Yours sincerely 

TIM AYRES 
     /     /2025 

CC: The Hon Jason Clare MP, Minister for Education 
The Hon Mark Butler MP, Minister for Health, Disability and Ageing 
The Hon Julie Collins MP, Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 
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 The Australian code for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes (2013, updated 2021) (‘the 
Code’) promotes the ethical, humane and responsible care and use of animals used for scientific 
purposes.  

o It mandates the application of the ‘3 Rs principles’ (replacement, reduction, and refinement) at 
all stages of animal care and use. 

 The Code has been endorsed by the National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC), 
Australian Research Council (ARC), CSIRO and Universities Australia. 

o NHMRC provides additional guidelines and information for Animal Ethics Committees and 
researchers, which should be read alongside the Code. 

CSIRO 
 CSIRO conducts R&D using non-animal model (NAM) approaches across various projects, including 

development of microphysiological systems (e.g., organ-on-a-chip), testing therapeutics to prevent 
colorectal cancer progression, and organoid development for rabbit biocontrol. 

 CSIRO’s 2023 report Non-animal models: A strategy for maturing Australia’s medical product 
development capabilities outlines the future potential of NAM in Australia, and assesses how these 
models could complement or replace traditional approaches over the next 15 years.  

 CSIRO also reinforces its commitment to transparency and ethical standards as an inaugural signatory 
to the Openness Agreement on Animal Research and Teaching in Australia. 

NCRIS 
 The 2021 National Research Infrastructure (NRI) Roadmap recognises that alternatives to animal 

models are becoming more prominent but may not be fully replaced for some time. 

 National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy (NCRIS) facilities use non-animal models in 
some pre-clinic and clinic research. For example, in 2021 Phenomics Australia – a provider of cell, 
tissue, and animal models for disease research – established Australia’s first nationally coordinated 
research service for non-animal modelling. 
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