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14/5/2025 

Key Points: 

2. On 22 April 2025, on request from President Trump, the US Department of Commerce

(US DOC) launched an investigation under Section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act

1962 (s232 investigation) to evaluate the effects of imports of processed critical minerals

and derivative products on US national security. A copy of the Federal Register Notice is

at Attachment B.
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4.  

 

. Further information on timing of the investigation is available at 

Attachment C. 

Next steps: 

7. The US Secretary of Commerce will present their findings to President Trump in 

October 2025.  

Sensitivities and Handling:  

8.  
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Consultation with the Partnerships and Projects Division, Department of 

Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Communications and the Arts: YES  

10. Nil comments provided.  

Other Consultation: YES 

11. Internal – Minerals and Resources Division (Critical Minerals Office; Critical Minerals 

Security Branch); Analysis and Insights Division; International Strategy and National 

Security Division. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

B: Notice of Request for Public Comments on Section 232 National Security 

Investigation of Imports of Processed Critical Minerals and Derivative Products 

C: Timeline: Section 232 National Security Investigation of Imports of Processed 

Critical Minerals and Derivative Products 
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