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• Uranium is one of the many commodities we export to other
countries with different domestic needs to us at home.
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•   
 

Labor’s Solution 
• Australia’s uranium export policy includes stringent safeguards, 

safety protocols, requirements and permissions. 
•  

  
• Australia’s uranium exports can only be used for peaceful, 

civilian purposes like energy and medicine.  
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Why have Australia’s uranium export earnings increased? Is it 
because the world’s demand for nuclear energy is growing?  

• Australian miners are responding to high prices with 
investment in increased production and/or developing new 
mining projects where this is permitted.  

• Like any project, uranium mines must stack up socially, 
economically and environmentally, and receive relevant 
approvals from State and Territory Governments. 
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1. PROGRAM 1.3 – MINERALS AND RESOURCES 
 

Uranium 

•  

• The latest Resources and Energy Quarterly produced by DISR shows an increase in Australia’s 
uranium export earnings, which the Coalition attribute to an increase in global demand for nuclear 
power. 

 
  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Document 2 - FOI 300034

S 22

s 22

S 22



3 
 

Uranium 
1. What’s the current price of uranium? Has this increased Australia’s uranium export earnings? 
2. Have any new uranium mines opened recently opened in Australia? Has that increased Australia’s 

uranium export earnings? 
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15. What has been the total annual export volume of resources commodities annually from 2013 to 2024? 
Resources unit 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 
Bauxite kt 15,668 16,862 20,282 23,248 27,199 31,512 39,149 37,446 35,392 35,933 37,481 42,602 
Alumina kt 18,492 17,975 17,484 17,864 17,872 17,868 17,764 18,237 18,383 17,187 16,234 14,945 
Aluminium kt 1,541 1,464 1,500 1,425 1,303 1,437 1,445 1,406 1,369 1,374 1,452 1,472 
Copper kt 985 1,091 1,001 979 871 941 944 887 843 844 798 769 
Diamonds '000 ct 6,819 9,776 13,132 13,900 16,266 14,905 13,220 11,339 69 72 47 34 
Gold t 281 289 282 329 318 341 362 307 257 237 248 238 
Iron ore kt 579,021 716,963 766,793 808,046 827,141 834,553 835,546 867,230 871,257 883,624 891,697 902,579 
Lead kt 727 757 782 594 520 528 550 516 533 494 473 110 
Lithium 

 
kt 405 445 440 522 1,707 1,966 1,588 1,477 2,001 2,703 3,573 3,986 

Lithium (hydroxide) kt - 0 0 0 - 0 0 0 0 - 1 14 
Nickel kt 288 275 247 210 183 154 162 177 160 151 166 111 
Silver t 455 148 211 36 513 286 140 242 274 123 119 306 
Steel kt 668 738 918 776 965 1,209 1,148 893 688 1,153 1,073 1,073 
Tin t 6,477 7,263 9,608 9,441 6,989 6,911 7,550 7,749 8,241 8,910 9,324 11,731 
Ilmenite 
concentrate 

kt 1,152 999 1,003 611 970 804 676 1,556 1,556 - - - 

Leucoxene 
concentrate 

kt 71 47 98 100 154 120 96 145 96 98 85 99 

Rutile concentrate kt 244 212 246 217 288 312 312 312 312 - - - 
Synthetic rutile kt 282 316 386 71 96 81 84 527 527 - - - 
Titanium dioxide kt 169 194 198 195 219 210 195 167 203 170 136 163 
Zinc kt 1,594 1,628 1,769 1,069 1,098 1,284 1,394 1,496 1,377 1,217 1,371 1,190 
Energy 

             

Metallurgical Mt 170 186 186 189 173 179 184 172 167 161 151 153 
Thermal Mt 188 201 202 202 200 208 212 200 199 179 202 209 
Crude oil & 
feedstock 

ML 13,610 16,090 14,446 12,905 12,288 13,946 16,355 16,579 16,596 15,882 15,678 15,136 

LPG ML 2,351 2,395 1,957 2,245 2,229 2,263 4,250 5,063 3,003 2,244 4,657 4,656 
Refinery products ML 737 709 525 1,015 1,030 1,169 917 1,048 545 351 330 526 
LNG Mt 23 24 30 45 57 70 77 78 81 81 81 81 
Uranium t 7,371 5,670 6,969 7,679 7,026 6,811 8,159 7,015 4,880 5,425 5,338 6,136 

Source: ABS (2025), DISR (2025). 
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1 DISR, Resources and Energy Quarterly, December 2024 
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Export and Safeguards   

• Australia’s uranium export policy includes stringent 

safeguards, safety protocols, requirements and permissions. 

• Australia adheres to strict international commitments under 

the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. 

• Australia’s uranium can only be used for peaceful, civilian 

purposes like energy and medicine. It cannot be diverted for 

military or explosive purposes including naval propulsion. 

• As the Minister for Resources, I am responsible for 

administering Mineral Export Permissions (MEPs) under the 

Customs (Prohibited Exports) Regulations 1958. 

­ Companies exporting uranium must have a UOC MEP.  

­ My department monitors compliance with UOC MEP 

conditions and approves UOC shipments under a MEP. 

If asked: Why can’t Australia further process uranium? 

• The Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Act 

1998 prohibits enrichment of uranium, reprocessing spent 

fuel, and construction of nuclear power plants. 

• The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 

Act 1999 requires the Minister for the Environment’s 

approval to undertake uranium mining and milling activities 

and bans enrichment of uranium and reprocessing of fuel. 

• State and Territory laws also prohibit these activities. 
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Background  

• In 2023-24, Australia exported 5,742 tonnes of uranium valued at 

A$1.2 billion, this is set to increase to A$1.4 billion in 2024-25. 
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URANIUM 
Key points 

•

• Uranium is one of the many commodities we export to other countries
with different domestic needs to us at home.

Incoming 

3. Why have Australia’s uranium export earnings increased? Is it because the
world’s demand for nuclear energy is growing?
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3. Why have Australia’s uranium export earnings increased? Is it
because the world’s demand for nuclear energy is growing?
• Australian miners are responding to recently higher uranium prices with

investment in increased production and/or developing new mining
projects where this is permitted.

• Like any project, uranium mines must stack up socially, economically
and environmentally, and receive relevant approvals from State and
Territory Governments.
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