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NORTH WEST SHELF EXTENSION 

Issue 

In mid-December 2024, the Western Australian Environment Minister 

approved extension of the life of the North West Shelf Karratha Gas 

Plant until 2070. The Minister for the Environment and Water,  

the Hon Tanya Plibersek MP, is required to make a decision about the 

proposed extension on or before 28 February 2025. 

Key Talking Points 

• The Minister for the Environment and Water, the Hon Tanya

Plibersek MP, is considering her decision about the

proposed North West Shelf Extension.

• It would be inappropriate to provide any further comment

until the Minister makes a decision about this proposal.

If asked about the Government’s gas policy 

• Last year I released the Albanese Government’s Future Gas

Strategy – and the findings were clear that under all credible

net zero scenarios, natural gas is needed through to 2050

and beyond.

• The Albanese Government’s Future Gas Strategy also

identified that we will need to keep producing more gas in

Australia to ensure a stable and orderly energy transition at

home and in our region.
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- This means Australia will remain a reliable trading

partner for energy, including Liquefied Natural Gas

(LNG).

• Where we continue to need gas we must also ensure the

emissions associated with that gas are reduced and abated.
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Background  

• The A$34 billion North West Shelf (NWS) Project is Australia’s largest

operating oil and gas development. It commenced domestic gas

production in 1984 and Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) exports in 1989.

• The Project has a nameplate LNG capacity of 16.9 Mtpa across five

trains and a domestic gas plant with a capacity of 630 TJ/d, which is

currently running well below capacity.

• The NWS Project is operated by Woodside on behalf of a joint

venture that includes BP, Chevron, Japan Australia LNG (MIMI), and

Shell.

• Woodside as operator of the NWS Project and the Browse Project is

also seeking primary environmental approvals for two related

proposals: Browse to North West Shelf Development

(EPBC 2018/8319); and Browse Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS)

Project (EPBC 2024/10028)

- The Browse reservoirs are high in carbon dioxide (between 8 to

12 per cent).

• In December 2024 Woodside announced it would swap its interest in

the Wheatstone LNG project, including its upstream Julimar-Brunello

fields, for Chevron's stake in the NWS project, including NWS oil and

the Angel CCS project.

- The transaction is expected to close in 2026.
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NORTH WEST SHELF EXTENSION 

Issue 

The Opposition and industry stakeholders have criticised the 

Government for further extending the period for the decision of the 

Minister for the Environment and Water about environmental approval of 

the extension of the life of the North West Shelf Karratha Gas Plant, to  

31 May 2025. The Western Australian Environment Minister agreed to 

approve the extension in mid-December 2024.    

Key Talking Points 

• The Minister for the Environment and Water, the Hon

Tanya Plibersek MP, is considering her decision about the

proposed North West Shelf Extension following the decision

of the Western Australian Government to agree to this

extension in December last year.

• The Western Australian Government has had this decision

for six years and Woodside changed their plans in the

meantime.

• The Minister’s department is obliged to go through all the

information they’ve been provided by the Western Australian

Government.

• It’s only reasonable that the Minister’s department has

adequate time to assess the extraordinary amount of

material provided to them.
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• If decisions are made in a hasty manner without due

consideration they are eminently challengeable by the

courts.

If asked about the Government’s gas policy 

• Last year I released the Albanese Government’s Future Gas

Strategy – and the findings were clear that under all credible

net zero scenarios, natural gas is needed through to 2050

and beyond.

• The Albanese Government’s Future Gas Strategy also

identified that we will need to keep producing more gas in

Australia to ensure a stable and orderly energy transition at

home and in our region.

- This means Australia will remain a reliable trading

partner for energy, including Liquefied Natural Gas

(LNG).

• Where we continue to need gas we must also ensure the

emissions associated with that gas are reduced and abated.
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Background  

• On 24 March 2025, the Department of Climate Change, Energy

Efficiency and Water extended the period for the decision of the

Minister for the Environment and Water about the North West Shelf

Extension (EPBC 2018/8335) to 31 May 2025. This decision was

published on 25 March 2025 and reported in the media on 26 March

2025.

• The A$34 billion North West Shelf (NWS) Project is Australia’s largest

operating oil and gas development. It commenced domestic gas

production in 1984 and Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) exports in 1989.

• The Project has a nameplate LNG capacity of 16.9 Mtpa across five

trains and a domestic gas plant with a capacity of 630 TJ/d, which is

currently running well below capacity.

• The NWS Project is operated by Woodside on behalf of a joint

venture that includes BP, Chevron, Japan Australia LNG (MIMI), and

Shell.

• Woodside is also seeking primary environmental approvals for its

proposed Browse gas project, which would backfill the Karratha Gas

Plant: Browse to North West Shelf Development (EPBC 2018/8319);

and Browse Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) Project (EPBC

2024/10028).

- The Browse reservoirs are high in carbon dioxide (between 8 to

12 per cent).
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• In December 2024 Woodside announced it would swap its interest in

the Wheatstone LNG project, including its upstream Julimar-Brunello

fields, for Chevron's stake in the NWS project, including NWS oil and

the Angel CCS project.

- The transaction is expected to close in 2026.
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NORTH WEST SHELF EXTENSION 

Issue 

The Opposition and industry stakeholders have criticised the 

Government for extending the period for the decision of the Minister for 

the Environment and Water about environmental approval of the 

extension of the life of the North West Shelf Karratha Gas Plant. The 

Minister is required to make a decision by 31 March 2025. The Western 

Australian Environment Minister agreed to approve the extension in  

mid-December 2024.    

Key Talking Points 

• The Minister for the Environment and Water, the Hon

Tanya Plibersek MP, is considering her decision about the

proposed North West Shelf Extension following the decision

of the Western Australian Government to agree to this

extension in December last year.

• The Western Australian Government has had this decision

for six years and Woodside changed their plans in the

meantime.

• The Minister’s department is obliged to go through all the

information they’ve been provided by the Western Australian

Government.

• It’s only reasonable that the Minister’s department has

adequate time to assess the extraordinary amount of

material provided to them.

OFFICIAL DOCUMENT 3

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

FOI300022

Department of Industry, Science and Resources 
Documents released under FOI

8 of 65



OFFICIAL 
QB25-000002

Contact: , Offshore Development 
Ph:  

Min ID: QB25-000002 
Division: Oil and Gas 

Cleared by: Cliff Weeks, General Manager, Offshore Resources 

PH  

Created: 17 January 2025 

Updated: 6/16/2025 10:21:00 AM 

Page 2 of 3 

• If decisions are made in a hasty manner without due

consideration they are eminently challengeable by the

courts.

If asked about the Government’s gas policy 

• Last year I released the Albanese Government’s Future Gas

Strategy – and the findings were clear that under all credible

net zero scenarios, natural gas is needed through to 2050

and beyond.

• The Albanese Government’s Future Gas Strategy also

identified that we will need to keep producing more gas in

Australia to ensure a stable and orderly energy transition at

home and in our region.

- This means Australia will remain a reliable trading

partner for energy, including Liquefied Natural Gas

(LNG).

• Where we continue to need gas we must also ensure the

emissions associated with that gas are reduced and abated.
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Background  

• The A$34 billion North West Shelf (NWS) Project is Australia’s largest

operating oil and gas development. It commenced domestic gas

production in 1984 and Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) exports in 1989.

• The Project has a nameplate LNG capacity of 16.9 Mtpa across five

trains and a domestic gas plant with a capacity of 630 TJ/d, which is

currently running well below capacity.

• The NWS Project is operated by Woodside on behalf of a joint

venture that includes BP, Chevron, Japan Australia LNG (MIMI), and

Shell.

• Woodside is also seeking primary environmental approvals for its

proposed Browse gas project, which would backfill the Karratha Gas

Plant: Browse to North West Shelf Development (EPBC 2018/8319);

and Browse Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) Project (EPBC

2024/10028).

- The Browse reservoirs are high in carbon dioxide (between 8 to

12 per cent).

• In December 2024 Woodside announced it would swap its interest in

the Wheatstone LNG project, including its upstream Julimar-Brunello

fields, for Chevron's stake in the NWS project, including NWS oil and

the Angel CCS project.

- The transaction is expected to close in 2026.
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THE AUSTRALIAN.-. 

BUSINESS REVIEW 
BUSINESS MINING ENERGY 

Domestic gas users should be prioritised as 

east coast shortfalls loom: Bluescope 

By COLIN PACKHAM 

3:35pm October 21, 2024. Updated 3:48pm October 21, 2024 The Australian Business Network [::] [:] 45 Comments

Bluescope has called for the introduction of an east coast gas reservation to ensure 

domestic users are adequately supplied ahead of a looming regional supply crunch. 

Australia's east coast is awash with gas, but it is committed to export markets, and the 

country should prioritise domestic heavy users as it will achieve sizeable emission 

reductions. 

The Australian Energy Market Operator earlier this year warned gas developments 

could be forced to run on diesel as soon as 2026 before a structural deficit from 2028 

causes widespread economic harm. 

Indicating the emerging tension between domestic users and exporters about 

increasingly tight supplies, Anna Matysek, head of climate change at Bluescope, said 

Australia is prioritising export markets and without changes to bolster supplies the 

company's decarbonisation plans are at threat. 

"We need about 30PJ to 40PJ of gas to make our transition of Port Kembla steelwork 

viable. That is quite a lot of gas in the context of the east coast market which is in 

decline, but we see a lot of benefit in going that way. By going that way, that is 3.6m 

tonnes of abatement every year, which is absolutely enormous," Ms Matysek told an 

energy conference in Sydney. 

"It is hard to see where we would get those sorts of volumes of gas from if there are 

potentially no new developments, I don't know if that will happen, but if there are no 

new developments then we should be looking at a domestic reservation. 30PJ to 40PJ 
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THE AUSTRALIAN .. 
COMMENTARY 

Gas reservation scheme now the only way 

forward 

By JENNIE GEORGE 

5:00am August 02, 2024 [::] [:J 90 Comments

The recent headline "Gas shortfall expected to hit east coast in 2027" sounded an 

ominous warning. The ACCC brought forward its prediction of gas shortfalls by a 

year and called for an "urgent" development of new sources of supply. Similar 

warnings have been made by the market operator AEMO. The Albanese government 

is facing a serious structural shortfall in gas supply. 

Offshore gas from the Bass Strait, the traditional bedrock of sunpjy, is ranidly denleting 

while new p_rnjects like Narrabri await lengthY. regulatory annrovals. The warnings tell 

us that current mitigation efforts are insufficient to deal with emerging shortages. The 

ACCC advises that the use of import terminals, as some bizarrely suggest, "would not 

obviate development of domestic sources of supply': 

This serious predicament had its origins back in August 2012 when the Gillard 

government rejected a gas reservation scheme. Over the years, the ACCC reported 

that LNG producers were cutting back on domestic supplies to meet overseas 

demand. This was at odds with their previous assurances that sufficient supply and 

prices would not be affected by export contracts. 

Commitments made were broken. Both parties must take their share of responsibility 

for allowing a cartel of global energy companies to control our natural gas supplies 

and effectively set the price of gas. 

We've learnt the hard way. Gas has not been a cheap source of energy since 80 per 

cent of it was exported. Gas sets the marginal cost of electricity. When it's used, 

especially in times of low renewables output, unsustainable cost increases are passed 

on in our bills. 
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