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VISIT OVERVIEW | JAPAN 

Purpose and Objectives   

Your travel to Japan is an opportunity to: 

 Meet key investors and provide assurances about certainty in our investment 
environment. 

 Reassure Japan that Australia continues to be a stable and trusted supplier of resources 

and energy, including to the region. 

 Underscore Australia’s readiness to work with Japan to build stable and secure critical 

minerals supply chains. 

The centrepiece of your visit is a bilateral meeting with your newly appointed counterpart, 

Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry, Mr Ken Saito, who took office in December 2023. 

Your meeting with Minister Saito is an opportunity to  

 

progress our efforts to strengthen 

resources trade and investment ties with Japan. 

Investment 

Meetings will be held with key Japanese businesses and financiers investing in major 
resources projects in Australia.  

   

 
 

 

Developing a clean hydrogen industry in Australia underpins our ambition to become a 
renewable energy superpower, while decarbonising our economy. Working with Japan to 
build supply chain and transport linkages, foster investment, and shape global markets will 
be important for the hydrogen industry. 

Energy Security 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 Prime 

FOI LEX 74500 - Combined Document

Page 1

s33

s33

s33

s33

s33



OFFICIAL 
OVERVIEW BRIEFS | VISIT OVERVIEW | JAPAN 

 
Minister Albanese provided a video message to the first AZEC Leaders Meeting in 
December 2023.  

Critical Minerals 

Your visit will underscore Australia’s readiness to work with Japan to build stable and secure 
critical minerals supply chains.  

 

 
 

You could highlight the Australian Critical Minerals Prospectus, published in January 2024, 
which showcases 52 investment-ready projects that have significant potential to address 
anticipated production shortfalls, build supply chain security and deliver progress on a net 
zero future. Austrade will prepare a Japanese translation of key parts of the Prospectus for 
the benefit of Japanese stakeholders. 

Sensitivities   

 
 

 
 

 
.There will be 

interest in the development of the Future Gas Strategy, and the long-term policy framework it 
will provide for LNG gas exports.  
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VISIT OVERVIEW | REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

Purpose and Objectives 

Your visit to the Republic of Korea (ROK) is an opportunity to: 

 Meet key investors and provide assurances about certainty in our investment 
environment. 

 Reassure the ROK that Australia continues to be a stable and trusted supplier of 

resources and energy, including to the region. 

 Underscore Australia’s readiness to work with ROK to build stable and secure critical 

minerals supply chains.  

The centrepiece of your visit is a bilateral with the newly appointed Minister for Trade, 
Industry and Energy (MOTIE), Ahn Duk-Geun who was confirmed by the National Assembly 
on 3 January 2024. 

 Minister Ahn, an expert in international trade and commerce, was promoted from his 
previous role as Minister for Trade. The previous MOTIE Minister, Bang Moon-kyu, 
stepped down to run in April's general elections.  

o Bang Moon-Kyu assumed the post in September 2023 

 
 

Investment 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 Australia can support this by providing policy 

certainty for existing ROK investments in Australia.  
 

Energy Security 

Like Australia, the ROK has a target for net zero emissions by 2050. The ROK government’s 
focus is on maintaining the competitiveness of its industries, pursuing new commercial 
opportunities in global decarbonisation, and strengthening energy security. ROK’s major 
corporates have also committed to net zero by 2050 or earlier,  

 
You can highlight the opportunities of decarbonisation (for 

example, CCS and green steel) while providing assurances that Australia is a reliable 
supplier of energy resources. You will also provide ROK stakeholders an update on the 
review of the environmental management regime for offshore petroleum and greenhouse 

FOI LEX 74500 - Combined Document

Page 3

s33

s33

s33

s33

s33



OFFICIAL 
OVERVIEW BRIEFS | KEY MESSAGES | ROK 

gas storage activities.  

 
You 

can reaffirm Australia’s commitment to ensure the stable energy supply and provide 

investment certainty.  

Critical minerals 

Your visit will underscore Australia’s readiness to work with the ROK to build stable and 
secure critical minerals supply chains.  

 
You can highlight 

the Australian Critical Minerals Prospectus published in January 2024, which showcases 52 
investment-ready projects that have significant potential to address anticipated production 
shortfalls, build supply chain security and deliver progress on a net zero future. 

Carbon capture and storage 

 Your support on this 
technology, as well as the progress on the Sea Dumping Amendment legislation, will be 
welcome news.  

 
 

 

Sensitivities   
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