DOMESTIC OFFSETS INTEGRITY COMMITTEE
Notice of Decision to Endorse Methodology Proposal
Quantifying Carbon Sequestration by Permanent Mixed-Species Native Environmental
Plantings or Permanent Mallee Plantings using the Full Carbon Accounting Model
(2013RF053)
Under paragraph 112(14)(a) of the Carbon Credits (Carbon Farming Initiative) Act 2011 (the
Act), notice is given that on 20 March 2014 the Domestic Offsets Integrity Committee (DOIC)
decided to endorse the above methodology proposal.
Reasons for endorsement
The DOIC is satisfied that:
•

the proposed methodology provides a credible way of measuring, reporting and
verifying abatement from the relevant sequestration offsets projects;

•

there is a sufficient degree of certainty that abatement credited under the proposed
methodology would not have occurred in the absence of the incentive provided by the
Carbon Farming Initiative; and

•

if the Minister were to make a methodology determination to give effect to the
proposal, the determination would meet the requirements specified in subsection
112(3) of the Act (see Table 1 for further details), including the offsets integrity
standards (see Table 2).

The reasons for endorsement of the above proposal will be published on the Department’s
website in accordance with subsection 112(14A) of the Act.
Further information
As required by section 112(5) of the Act, the proposal was published on the Department’s
website for a 40 day public consultation period from 28 November 2013 to 7 January 2014.
Two public submissions were received and considered by the DOIC in making their
endorsement decision.
Table 1 – Requirements that must be met for methodology proposals to be endorsed by the DOIC
Section*

Requirement

Statement

112(3)(a)

Complies with the offsets
integrity standards.

See Table 2 below.

112(3)(b)

Does not specify a kind of offsets
project by reference to a State or
part of a State.

Complies.

112(3)(c)

Complies with regulations made
for the purpose of 106(4)(e).

No regulations have been made for the purpose of
106(4)(e).
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112(3)(d)

Includes calculation of a baseline
for a project.

The methodology proposal adequately specifies
the process for identifying the project baseline.
The baseline scenario is the continuation of the
dominant land use over the five years prior to
the Project Commencement.

112(3)(g)

Applies methods specified under
the National Greenhouse and
Energy Reporting Act 2007 (NGER
Act) where appropriate.

All emissions sources in the methodology that are
covered by the NGER Act are calculated consistent
with the legislation.

* Section of the Carbon Credits (Carbon Farming Initiative) Act 2011

Table 2 – Offsets Integrity Standards
Section*

Requirement

Statement

133(1)(a)

Covered by the additionality test
regulations.

The activities in the proposal are covered by the
following additionality test regulations:
3.28(1)(a), which specifies “the establishment of
permanent plantings on or after 1 July 2007”.

Estimations of emissions
reduction, sequestration and
emissions are measurable and
capable of being verified.

Appropriate equations are specified for the
calculation of emissions reduction and project
emissions.

133(1)(c)

Methods specified in the
methodology are not inconsistent
with the methods set out in the
National Inventory Report.

The methods set out in the methodology proposal
are not inconsistent with the methods in the
National Inventory Report.

133(1)(d)

The methodology is supported by
relevant scientific results
published in peer-reviewed
literature.

The methodology proposal is supported by credible
scientific data published in peer-reviewed
literature.

133(1)(e)

Net abatement is calculated after
deducting the emissions
generated as a result of carrying
out the project.

Complies. The calculation of net abatement
includes a deduction for project emissions from
biomass burning and fuel use.

133(1)(f)

Methodologies related to
sequestration projects should
provide for adjustments that take
account of cyclical variations.

Complies. The FullCAM model incorporates the
effects of climatic cycles on forest growth through
the Forest Productivity Index (FPI).

133(1)(g)

Estimates, projections or
assumptions included in the

The assumptions and estimates are conservative.
The net abatement estimate is conservative.

133(1)(b)

Appropriate methods to enable verification of these
estimations are specified for data collection,
monitoring and reporting.
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methodology are conservative.
133(1)(h)

Applies methods specified under
the National Greenhouse and
Energy Reporting Act 2007 (NGER
Act) where appropriate.

All emissions sources in the methodology that are
covered by the NGER Act are calculated consistently
with the legislation.

* Section of the Carbon Credits (Carbon Farming Initiative) Act 2011
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